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precise constitutional document. " It is misleading to say/'
writes Dr. Keith, " that the Statute of Westminster did not
mention, and did not define Dominion Status. In fact, it
alludes in the Preamble to the declaration of that status, and
recites that it was enacted to ratify, confirm, and establish
inter alia the declaration/' 1 Those who persistently oppose
the very idea of Dominion Status for India believe that such
a measure would mean abdication of Imperial authority ;
they enumerate difficulties that would arise in putting this
ideal into practice under conditions obtaining in India ;
they fear that with the rise of nationalism India will secede
from the Commonwealth ; and they point to difficulties
which have arisen in regard to the constitutional significance
of Dominion Status since the passing of the Statute of
Westminster. The effective answer to these doubts and
apprehensions comes from Lord Halifax, who said :

" Let us by all means, according to the angle of our minds,
have our fears; but for heaven's sake do not let them be
such as to strangle our faith ; because no great Imperial
achievement has been done by this country except by faith/'

1 See his letter to The Scotsman, February 12, 1935.